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Resolving student
housing in SA will
Improve pass rate

Living conditions more problematic in rural areas

Thembelai Tukwayo

S SOME students across

the country settle into

their academic year,

many are still strug-

gling to find suitably
located and safe accommodation
that enables them to fully engross
themselves into a meaningful study
programme.

Though the problem is wide-
spread, it is most severe in rural
Technical and Vocational Education
and Training Colleges (TVETS)
where students sleep in rondavels
20km from campus or sleep in
buildings too dilapidated to be
named as such.

Student accommodation is so bad
in some places that some students
sleep on the floor, while others live
in unsafe buildings infested by rats,
with no security or food.

Better access

The problem is going to persist and
deepen because Higher Education
Minister Blade Nzimande correctly
wants to increase access to higher
education by building five more new
TVET campuses across the country.

Renamed to Technical and Voca-
tional Education and Training Col-
leges by the 2013 White Paper on
Post School Education and Train-
ing, TVETs have now been re-
invigorated to supply our ailing
economy with technically trained
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young people.

There are 50 of these TVETSs now,
with multiple campuses dotted
around the country, mostly in rural
areas. The rate of enrolment has
been increasing rapidly and cur-
rently stands at more than half a
million students and the white pa-
per envisages that number to exceed
2 million by 2030. The government
has funnelled a lot of energy and
funding into TVETS to ensure that
they deliver quality higher educa-
tion and become institutions of
choice with learners, parents and
employers.

R
Investments by other
organisations such as

the Development Bank
of Southern Africa will

- also be a great help.

Student housing in these TVETs
remains a major problem. Colleges
themselves have limited funds to
build student housing that meets the
rising demand.

Investments made by the
Development Bank of Southern
Africa (DBSA) and organisations
such as the Gauteng Partnership
Fund will also ameliorate the

_problem of student accommodation,

especially in main university cam-
puses in cities.



